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In many ways, the recent release of Windows 7 was

everything Windows Vista should have been but

couldn’t be. Organizations of all sizes are now seriously

considering Windows 7, and many are moving to adopt

it quickly. It has achieved a level of market adoption,

driven by positive press, that is the opposite of Vista,

but which builds on Vista’s foundation.

By Neil A. Rosenberg
Quality Technology Solutions

Vista, released in 2006, had one
primary goal: to undo the fundamental
security problems that had plagued
earlier versions of Windows. Anyone
who has worked to remove local
administrator rights from Windows
XP - a painful and time-consuming
process that is not always successful —
understands.

Earlier versions of Windows were not
designed with security in mind and gave
users full administrative control over
their systems. Aside from problems like
users being able to install any software
onto corporate personal computers
(PCs), the broader concern is that any
malicious code that executes on these
PCs also executes with administrator
privileges, making it hard to properly
secure systems and isolate software
components from each other. Vista
fixed this problem, but at the expense
of broad-range software compatibility,
including hardware device drivers.
These problems led to Vista’s negative
reception and delayed or eliminated
Vista implementation projects. Time
allowed software and hardware vendors
to catch up and write compatible drivers
and software. So even though Windows
7 takes the same approach, it is not
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nearly as problematic for users and
technology staff as was Vista. Windows
7 achieves this goal, but with far less
negativity.

Some New Features
Windows 7 also builds upon the
usability improvements of Vista — the
new Aero interface, improved search
and document preview capabilities,
improved support for laptop and mobile
users — with a variety of new and
interesting features that will help speed
adoption and improve user productivity.
Windows 7 provides several features
to enhance usability over Windows Vista
or XP, including “Snap,” which allows
you to organize various windows, such
as spreadsheets, side-by-side, making it
easier to manipulate and analyze them;
“Peek,” which allows you to peer past
your open windows straight to your
desktop, revealing all of your icons
and thereby allowing you to open a
calculator or other desktop program
with a single mouse click; and “Shake,”
which allows you to quickly sift through
a cluttered screen and zero in on a
single window. This comes in handy if
you often have multiple windows open
simultaneously on your desktop and
want to quickly view a particular client’s
tax form if he or she calls you.

Compatibility

Windows 7 was designed to work
seamlessly with Microsoft’s latest
network operating system, Server 2008,
and improves upon the remote desktop
feature that many have come to rely
upon for accessing their corporate server
and local workstations from outside of
the office. Some Windows 7 versions
also offer a Windows XP compatibility
mode, addressing the biggest blocker



for adoption of the new operating
system. This, combined with improved
application compatibility tools and a
broader level of hardware/software
vendor support, will drive a more
successful adoption wave. Windows

7 even registers itself to application
programs as Windows 6.5 in order to
pass their tests and run more readily, as
an upgraded version of Vista. Windows
7 is also designed to run on the same
hardware as Windows Vista, but with
improved performance, reliability and
load time.

Security

Security has been extended through
support for not only encrypting data
on PC drives (BitLocker), but also
encrypting data on removable drives
such as USB memory sticks (BitLocker
To Go). Windows 7 builds upon Vista’s
support for Group Policies so USB
ports can be locked down and users
can be prevented from copying data
off a PC or network, closing a major
security vulnerability for data leakage.
AppLocker is another new feature that

can be used to prevent unauthorized
applications from running on a
computer.

Desktop Virtualization
Windows 7 also supports desktop
virtualization scenarios more effectively,
including multi-monitor support,
bi-directional audio to enable Voice
over Internet Protocol and speech
recognition applications and access to
local devices, such as printers. Windows
desktops and their applications software
run inside servers in the data center,
and the user’s computer becomes

a terminal. This offers centralized
management, improved standardization,
reduced support/help desk costs,
improved compliance and patch/version
management, improved security and
reduced space and power consumption.

Versions

Windows 7 is also offered in 32-bit and
64-bit versions, providing the potential

for improved performance and resource
management on current hardware.

The potential here for power users and
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more advanced software (such as CAD
users and Excel users) is significant.
Although Windows XP and Vista had
a 64-bit version, it’s only recently that
the synergy between hardware and
Windows has really taken hold in this
regard.

Although Windows XP support (with
Service Pack 3) runs in the extended
phase of Microsoft’s lifecycle through
April 8, 2014, many businesses that
bypassed the Vista upgrade are looking
for a more current, manageable and
secure Windows — hence such interest
in Windows 7. Is now the right time for
you to move to Windows 7? &
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